
Imagine you’re a home seller waiting for 
the transaction to close and you get bad 
news: the buyer backed out because the 
expensive shed you built encroaches 

on your neighbor’s property. Or you’re a 
buyer forced to forfeit a fat deposit on a 
dream home after you were unable to secure 
financing by the deadline specified in the 
contract.

Both situations could have been resolved 
earlier had you simply hired a property 
lawyer.

Considering that the buying or selling 
a home is one of the most impactful and 
complicated of all financial deals, it’s 
amazing that many people choose to take 
their chances and not enlist legal assistance 
in a real estate transaction.

Hiring a real estate attorney to head off 
problems before they happen is far wiser – 
and economical – than sending out an S.O.S. 
for legal help when a transaction goes awry.

“It’s so important to enlist the aid of a 
skilled property attorney today because 

the real estate landscape has become more 
complicated due to new regulations,” 
says Neil B. Garfinkel, Abrams Garfinkel 
Margolis Bergson, New York City. 
“Additionally, purchasers and sellers are 
expected to act very quickly, which can lead 
to mistakes.”

A property attorney acts as a safety net, 
reviewing purchase and sale agreements, 
closing documents and other dense 
paperwork for irregularities and red flags.

“The more expensive the home, the more 
likely it is that complications will arise and 
the more important it is to have an attorney,” 
says Israel F. Piedra, an attorney at Nashua, 
N.H.-based Welts, White & Fontaine, PC. 
“They bring you peace of mind.”

At very least, an attorney serves as a 
great form of insurance in a process that can 
involve challenging deadlines.

“They can get the problem corrected, 
terminate the contract or get the price 
adjusted to reflect the problem while you 
still have time before closing,” says Christy 
Belton, broker with Ranch Marketing 
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featured home

Please call
Cynthia Shrader

at (928) 920-3074
to set an appointment 

to see this amazing 
and unique property! 

Country Living • $475,000
Country living at it's fi nest, Beautiful remodeled home with detached shop, horse 
boarding and a full arena. Everything for the horse lover and more... Too many 
amenities to list! Come and give us a look and you will not be disappointed! 
MLS# 116468
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Associates in Steamboat 
Springs, Colorado.

A real estate lawyer is 
particularly valuable for 
vetting title and lien issues. 

“A buyer cannot assume he 
will obtain proper title from 
a title commitment issued by 
a title company,” says Blake 
D. Bringgold, an attorney 
with McIntyre Thanasides, 
Tampa, Florida. “Any title 
and lien issues identified in 
that title commitment must 
be resolved prior to closing.”

His firm recently helped a 
client negotiate relocation of 
an easement on a vacant lot 
that the client had purchased 
for a construction project. 

Although the lot had been 
surveyed, the client did not 
have a lawyer review the 
transaction. “As a result, his 
construction was delayed, 
Bringgold says. “The buyer 
would have incurred less 
attorney fees if he had 
engaged us at the beginning.”

Having an attorney in your corner is 
especially important in a for-sale-by-owner 
transaction.

In a standard sale with real estate agents 

and a closing company, an attorney typically 
reviews contracts for completeness and 
accuracy. “In a FSBO transaction, the 
attorney often drafts all the paperwork and 
ensures that paperwork reflects the specific 

circumstances of the sale, which may include 
seller financing or other aspects,” says Rick 
Davis, an attorney at Rick Davis Legal, 
Leawood, Kansas.

Real estate lawyers are required at 
closings in a number of states. Considering 

how important they are 
to protecting your legal 
interests before, during and 
after a home sale, hiring a 
property attorney from the 
start to guide you through 
the process is a relatively 
affordable investment. Most 
charge by the hour, and the 
bill is usually a few hundred 
dollars compared to the 4 
percent to 6 percent sales 
commission that a real estate 
agent may command.

Real estate agents and 
friends and family members 
who have satisfactorily hired 
a property attorney can often 
provide referrals to good 
candidates.

Look for an attorney 
experienced in handling 
real estate transactions on a 
regular basis and one who is 
familiar with and practices in 
your area.

Good questions to ask:
• How many residential 
property transactions do you 
handle monthly?
• What specific processes 

and procedures do you use to represent 
buyers and sellers?

• What will you do for me every step of 
the way?

• How quickly can you turn my transaction 
around?
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928-782-1000
394 E 16th St., Yuma

928-329-8888
3970 W 24th St #3, Yuma

928-345-2030
11279 Glenwood Ave., Foothills

928-627-3000
851 N. Main St. #7, San Luis

Toll Free: 1-800-764-3074  Se Habla Español
Each offi ce is independently 

owned & operated.

Thank you to all 

Century 21 
Award winners for your 

hard work and dedication!

Judy McCrory, Broker

CENTURION AWARD: 
PAUL EVANS

To achieve CENTURION® status is to earn one 
of the most prestigious awards presented to 
a Century 21 agent. Only a small number of 

agents ever reach this elevated status. 
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Quality Service Pinnacle Award : 
(left to right) Annette Orta, Dana Combs, 

Jennifer Undine, Jenny Aramburo,
Linda Gerber (not shown), Maria Avila, 

Dennis & Nancy Krill

Multimillion Dollar Award:  
(left to right) Jenny Aramburo, Dana Combs, 

Michelle Jones, Jennifer Undine, Donna White

Masters Ruby: 
Annette Orta

Masters  Emerald 
Anahi Sidon 

Centurion Honor Society 5 Years In A Row! 
Top Sales Team in the Southwest & Centurion Award:

Yuma Home Team (left to right) Matias Rosales, Shelley Ostrowski, Uriel Meza
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Keller Williams
Yuma

2553 E. 24th St.

REALTOR, GRI     MRP

Happy Independence Day!

Call 928-580-2548
Hablo Español

Call me today!

Arti Anguiz

I can help you with your 
American Dream of Home Ownership!

Proudly serving Yuma and 
surrounding communities!

Proud supporter of Veterans
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